
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE All Glory be to God on High, S. 662 J. S. Bach 

* HYMN 144 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! Hyfrydol 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 51): 

Leader:  You desire truth in the inward being;  

People:  Therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

Leader:  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

People:  Wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

Leader:  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
  spirit within me.  

INTROIT  Hal Hopson 

 O come and worship the Lord; Bow down to him in praise; for holy is the Lord;   
 Holy, Holy. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

MINUTE FOR MISSION              David Macfarlane 

COMMISSIONING OF CHURCH SCHOOL AND SCRIPTURE 
STUDY STAFF 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, your love is so broad that it enfolds all people.  We 
know you despair when people lose their way in life.  Forgive us 
when we contribute to that despair by our failure to do as Jesus did — 
to seek out and save the lost.  Help us be mindful of the times when 
your mercy sought us out as we were lost, and times when your love 
picked us up.  Help us renew our determination to seek out the lost 
and to love them unconditionally.  This we pray in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN (in bulletin) Softly and Tenderly  Thompson 

+ Children leave for Church School. Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 32:7-14 

ANTHEM I Will Arise Robert Creighton 

 I will arise and go to my father and will say, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
 and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” LUKE 15:18, 19 

SECOND LESSON Luke 15:1-10 

SERMON “A Complete Set” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Seek Ye the Lord J. Varley Roberts 
  CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

 Seek ye the Lord where He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near. Let the 
 wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return to the Lord 
 and He will have mercy and abundantly pardon. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever.  Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 145 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!  Marion 

* CHORAL AMEN 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE All Glory be to God on High, S. 664 J. S. Bach  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

Robert Creighton (1637-1734) was choirmaster at Wells cathedral where he composed 
much choral music for use there.  J. Varley Roberts (1841-1920) was Halifax Parish 
Church Organist and Director of the Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford. In addition  
to his anthem “Seek Ye the Lord” he is remembered for several hymn tunes that are now 
standard.  The great organist J. S. Bach (1685-1750) composed many settings for organ 
of the hymns sung by his Leipzig congregation. Among the “Great 18” chorale preludes 
published after his death are three settings of Allein Gott, Luther’s own reworking of the 
Gloria in excelsis of the Mass. S. 662 is a setting in the French vocal style with an 
elaborately ornamented, almost operatic, melody which all but obscures the original  
tune. S. 664 also disguises the tune, this time in the style of a delicate Baroque trio 
sonata. Only at the very end is the first phrase of the hymn tune heard in the pedal.  

   *     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 32:7-14 (NRSV) 
 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom 
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they 



 

 

have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; 
they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped  
it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt! 9The LORD said to Moses,  
“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, 
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; 
and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the LORD 
his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It  
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn 
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster  
on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your  
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them,  
‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’“ 14And the LORD changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
Luke 15:1-10 (NRSV) 
 

 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to 
listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told 
them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found 
it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what 
woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light 
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When 
she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I 
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 

*     *     *     *     * 




